Fine structure and localization of anionic sites on the surface of microfilaria of Wuchereria bancrofti.
The fine structure of the sheath and the cuticle of microfilaria of Wuchereria bancrofti was analysed and the results obtained were compared with those from other filarial parasites. Cationized ferritin particles bind to the surface of the sheath and the epicuticle. No binding of colloidal iron hydroxyde particles to the microfilaria surface was observed. Reaction product indicative of carbohydrates containing vic-glycol groups was not observed in thin sections of microfilaria submitted to the periodic acid-thiosemicarbazide-silver proteinate technique. The results obtained are discussed in relation to previous studies using lectins.